
While smartphones can enhance communication and learning when 
used appropriately, their overuse often disrupts focus, productivity, 
and classroom management. This ongoing challenge has sparked 
growing debates among educators, parents, and lawmakers about 
their role in the learning environment. 

A recent survey found that 72% of U.S. high school teachers 
say cell phone distraction is a major problem in the classroom.1 

Constant notifications are pulling students away from critical        
learning opportunities. 
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Reduced focus and attention 

97%of  students 
aged 11 to 17 
used their 

phones during the school day, 
frequently switching between 
academic tasks and their devices.2 

A recent analysis shows that 

Lower academic performance 

25%of  effective 
class time 
see reduced 

engagement and poorer grades, 
with phone distractions occurring 
every three to four minutes.4 

Students using phones for over 

Disrupted classroom management 

20minutes to refocus, 
further derailing 
lesson plans.3 

Students who check their phones 
frequently during class take up to 

Legislation and Policy Trends: A Mixed Approach 

Across the United States, schools and policymakers are 
exploring  diverse strategies to tackle the challenge of cell 
phone use during instructional time. States such as Virginia and 
Florida have taken the lead with innovative measures. In Florida, 
a statewide policy restricts cell phone use in classrooms, 
while schools in Central Florida have gone further by banning 
phones throughout the school day, leading to increased 
student engagement. Similarly, in Virginia, Governor Younkin’s 
executive order encourages phone-free environments through 
microgrants that help schools adopt effective practices. 

As schools adapt to these evolving policies, the focus shifts 
toward balancing technology integration with the need to 
maintain an environment conducive to learning. 

Phone Lockers: A Secure and Practical Solution for 
Managing Student Devices 

Whether adopting an outright ban or a balanced approach, 
all schools are faced with a secondary problem of what to do 
with student phones during the school day. Entrusting the 
students to manage their own devices may have mixed results. 
Conversely, keeping student phones in a centralized storage 
location can lead to theft and loss. 

Addressing these concerns, many school districts (such as 
those taking part in a pilot program in Arkansas) have leveraged 
phone storage lockers as a means to keep student devices safe 
and secure during class time. Unlike open cubbies or hanging 
fabric cell phone pockets, phone lockers help prevent theft 
while offering teachers a greater level of control when students 
can have access to their devices. 

This ongoing issue has sparked intense societal and educational debates, and while some advocate for 
outright bans on phones, others argue for balanced approaches that teach responsible usage. 

The Impact of Cell Phone Distractions on Learning 
Cell phone distractions can hinder both academic progress and classroom harmony. Consider these recent findings: 

http://https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/06/12/72-percent-of-us-high-school-teachers-say-cellphone-distraction-is-a-major-problem-in-the-classroom/
http://https://www.commonsensemedia.org/research/constant-companion-a-week-in-the-life-of-a-young-persons-smartphone-use
http://https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0360131519301642?via%3Dihub
http://https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000385723 
 
https://www.LuxorWorkspaces.com


1 Pew Research Center. (2024, June 12). 72% of U.S. high school teachers say cellphone distraction is a major problem in the classroom. Pew Research Center. Retrieved from 
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/06/12/72-percent-of-us-high-school-teachers-say-cellphone-distraction-is-a-major-problem-in-the-classroom/ 

2 Common Sense Media. (n.d.). Constant companion: A week in the life of a young person’s smartphone use. Common Sense Media. Retrieved from https://www. 
commonsensemedia.org/research/constant-companion-a-week-in-the-life-of-a-young-persons-smartphone-use 

3 UNESCO. (2023). 2023 global education monitoring report: Technology in education – A tool on whose terms?. Retrieved from https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/ 
pf0000385723 

4 Kuznekoff, J. H., Munz, S. M., & Titsworth, S. (2015). Mobile phones in the classroom: Examining the effects of texting, Twitter, and message content on student learning. 
Computers & Education, 85, 58–66. Retrieved from https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0360131519301642?via%3Dihub 

(800) 323-4656 | www.LuxorWorkspaces.com 

Reliable Durability          
Crafted from steel for 
long-lasting use. 

Device Security 
Locking doors and foam 
slots safeguard phones. 

Organized Storage 
Labeled slots keep devices 
secure and scratch-free. 

Flexible Setup 
Place on a desk or mount to a 
wall for added security. 

Take the First Step Toward a More Engaged Classroom 
As schools navigate the ongoing challenges of technology in classrooms, Luxor’s CellGuard helps 
strike a balance between managing devices and encouraging focused learning environments. 

Learn more about how CellGuard can help support your school’s goals today. 

Luxor’s CellGuard® 

Secure Phone Storage 
Educators Can Depend On 
Luxor’s CellGuard helps schools manage phone distractions while 
fostering organized learning spaces. Made from durable powder-
coated steel, it resists daily wear and provides security with locking 
doors to prevent theft. Each of its 32 labeled foam slots ensures 
safe, scratch-free storage, promoting order and peace of mind. With 
70 years of experience in classroom solutions, Luxor’s CellGuard 
builds on a trusted legacy of reliability and innovation, making it a 
dependable choice for modern classrooms. 

Benefits 
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